


Responding to public suggestions, 
PPL Montana has announced plans to 
install a security gate allowing full-
time recreational pedestrian access 
across the top of the Hauser Dam, 
yet keeping public vehicles off the 
structure. 

The hydroelectric dam, 
located on the Missouri 
River 14 miles northeast of 
Helena, is a very popular 
location for fi shing, 
hiking and other outdoor 
activities. The gate will 
allow pedestrians to cross 
the dam and get to the 
other side of the river, 
an area that is virtually 
inaccessible by other 
means. 

The dam was closed to 
vehicles and pedestrians 
in 2003 because of public safety 
and national security concerns. In 
part, PPL Montana took the action 
in response to the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security elevating the 

national threat level to Code Orange, or 
“high risk.” 

“PPL Montana is to be congratulated 
for stepping up to the plate on this 
issue and fi nding a way to preserve 
security while providing access,” said 

Ed Tinsley, a member of the Lewis and 
Clark County Board of Commissioners. 

Tinsley added that the Lewis and 
Clark County Sheriff’s Department will 
be making regular patrols at the dam 

The River’s Edge Trail Project in Great 
Falls, Mont., one of the major commu-
nity projects supported by PPL Montana, 
was named “Trail of the Month” for 
December 2003 by the Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy, a national organization that 
establishes public trail systems across the 
country.

“We recognize that our dams are 
on some of the most scenic rivers in 
Montana and look for ways to make 
these areas safe and more accessible to 
the public,” said David Hoffman, PPL 
Montana’s manager of external affairs. 
“This recognition from the Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy is a welcome sign that this 
partnership is valued on a national level.”  

In 2003, PPL Mon-
tana worked with a 
volunteer group to 
open a limited cross-
ing for pedestrians on 
the concrete walkway 
near Great Falls, al-
lowing hikers easier 
access to the popular 
trail system on both 
sides of the Missouri 
River. 

PPL Montana 
provides conservation 
and trail easements 
along the north shore 
of the Rainbow, 
Cochrane, Ryan and 
Morony reservoirs, 
where the scenic 
11-mile “North 
Shore” segment of 
the River’s Edge Trail 
is becoming popu-
lar with historians, 
hikers and mountain 
bikers. 

“Getting this 
national attention is 

a nice way to end another year of prog-
ress on the River’s Edge Trail, and we 
value having PPL Montana as one of 
our key partners in this endeavor,” said 
Doug Wicks, president of Recreational 
Trails Inc. In cooperation with PPL 
Montana, the volunteer nonprofi t orga-
nization provides security at Cochrane 
Dam and looks out for people’s safety. 

Recreational Trails Inc. works with 
state and local government and busi-
nesses to maintain the 25-mile River’s 
Edge Trail, which meanders through 
Great Falls and connects parks and 
other points of interest along the Mis-
souri River. 

Stewardship Award Honorable Mention 
from the National Hydropower Association; 
and the National Historic Landmarks Award 
from the National Park Service.

Our licenses from the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission to operate each of our 11 
hydroelectric generating facilities in Montana 
spell out our compliance requirements in 
areas such as public recreation, water quality, 
fi sheries and wildlife preservation. 

During the licensing process, we work with 
agencies including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service; Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks; 
the Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality; U.S. Bureau of Reclamation; U.S. 
Forest Service; and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to defi ne the requirements 
and build a fl exible compliance process with 
achievable goals.

It’s our intent to balance hydropower 
production with resource stewardship by 

following a sound business strategy that 
includes working with the agencies to imple-
ment our compliance program using best 
business practices and voluntary cost-sharing.

Our business plan for the hydroelectric 
facilities covers fi ve areas:
• Technology — implement emerging 

technology to increase remote sensing, 
real-time automated sampling and scientifi c 
accuracy.

• Cost Management — manage compliance 
and administrative costs using best business 
practices.

• Hydro Safety — implement PPL Montana 
employee fi eld and water safety plans and 
FERC public-safety plans.

• Share Costs — pursue partnerships to 
leverage available public and private 
conservation funds and in-kind services to 
accomplish mutual stewardship goals.

• Regulatory — meet or exceed local, state 
and federal regulatory and PPL Montana 
corporate stewardship requirements.

“Value added” is a term heard often, and 
among the value PPL Montana’s environ-
mental stewardship adds is generation of 
renewable and emissions-free hydropower; 
continued fl ood control, irrigation and 
navigation along the state’s rivers; creation 
of diverse public recreation development 
and opportunities; long-term stewardship of 
rivers and public-trust resources; develop-
ment of signifi cant new private and public 
partnerships; and procurement of millions 
of dollars in cost-share conservation funds 
for Montana.

 Like many Montanans, I enjoy the 
outdoors. The magnifi cent scenery of 
the Beartooth Mountains, home of PPL 
Montana’s Mystic Dam, is a favorite packing 
destination of mine. I am keenly aware of the 
environmental resources we are so fortunate 
to have in this state, and proud that PPL 
Montana is playing an active role in preserv-
ing and enhancing those resources.

site to help address security concerns. 
“Everyone in this area is happy to 

see this new gate to provide access to 
the other side of the river,” said Hal 
Harper, a former Montana legislator 
and avid sportsman. “We’re pleased 

that PPL Montana heard our 
concerns and took action.” 

“We have an obligation 
to ensure public safety and 
be responsive when the 
government raises national 
security concerns,” said 
David Hoffman, manager 
of external affairs for PPL 
Montana. “We also, of 
course, have an obligation 
to listen to the concerns of 
residents in the communities 
where we do business, and to 
take action when we can.” 

The new gate is an 
excellent compromise, Hoffman said, 
because it maintains an added level of 
security by leaving the fence in place, 
while allowing pedestrians access. 

PPL Montana to provide pedestrian access across Hauser Dam

Falls, Mont., one of the major commu-
nity projects supported by PPL Montana, 
was named “Trail of the Month” for 
December 2003 by the Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy, a national organization that 
establishes public trail systems across the 
country.

PPL Montana’s 
Mystic Dam seeks 
license renewal

PPL Montana’s Mystic Dam has begun 
the process of renewing its federal license to 
generate electricity. 

Although the company’s Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission license to produce 
power at Mystic doesn’t expire until 
December 2009, the application to renew it 
must begin fi ve to 51/2 years ahead of time. 

Mystic is among the fi rst hydroelectric 
facilities to follow FERC’s new Integrated 
Licensing Process aimed at streamlining the 
relicensing process, said Jon Jourdonnais, 
director of Hydro Licensing and 
Compliance. 

Earlier this year, FERC released new rules 
intended to increase public participation, 
enhance regulatory effi ciency and reduce 
the time necessary to license projects. The 
process requires consideration of fi sheries, 
wildlife, habitat, water quality, recreation, 
cultural resources and aesthetics around 
each hydroelectric facility. 

“FERC’s new rules bring together the 
public, elected offi cials and the company 
right away and establish ways to resolve any 
disputes early on,” Jourdonnais said. “The 
plan is to gather and analyze information 
and consult about the project early in the 
process, resulting in timelier and better-
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PPL Montana 
825 Great Northern Blvd., Suite 303
Helena, MT 59601

PPL maintains thousands of acres for 
rec re ation and nature study. En vi ron -
men tal Cur rents is your source for 
information about this land and about 
projects in Montana and other places 
where PPL has operations.

Your contact in Montana is: 
David Hoffman
Manager — External Affairs 
825 Great Northern Blvd. Suite 303
Helena, MT 59601 
406-457-5300
mdhoffman@pplweb.com

Visit PPL Montana at 
www.pplmontana.com

Visit PPL at www.pplweb.com

PPL’s environmental preserves are online 
at http://www.pplweb.com/community/
enviro_preserves/index.htm
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PPL Montana and a group of public 
and private conservation organizations 
have been honored by the National 
Park Service for preserving the Great 
Falls Portage 
National 
Historic 
Landmark, 
an area 
described 
in 1805 by 
American 
explorer 
Meriwether 
Lewis as “the 
grandest sight I ever beheld.” 

During a recent ceremony at 
Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks 
headquarters in Great Falls, the 
National Park Service awarded 
certifi cates of appreciation to PPL 
Montana; Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks; the Bureau of Land 
Management; the Conservation Fund; 
the U.S. Forest Service; and the RK 
Mellon Foundation. The certifi cates 
recognize their combined contributions 
“to the preservation of our nation’s 
cultural heritage.” 

PPL Montana works in concert 
with these organizations to protect 
and preserve the Great Falls Portage 
National Historic Landmark, 
designated in 1966 to commemorate 
Lewis and Clark’s portage around the 
fi ve falls of the Missouri River in the 
summer of 1805. 

PPL and these groups have worked 

together to preserve roughly 10 miles of 
Missouri River shoreline, an important 
step in preserving the historic setting at 
Great Falls. 

According 
to the park 
service, the 
joint efforts 
have also 
helped preserve 
Sulfur Spring, 
a natural 
spring within 
the historic 
landmark, 

which supplied water believed to 
have saved the life of Shoshone guide 
Sacagawea during Lewis and Clark’s 
expedition through the area. 

“It’s clear that preserving the culture and 
history of the United States is important 
to PPL,” said Susan Escherich, historian 
with the National Landmark Survey in 
Washington, D.C. “This is a wonderful 
message about promoting our nation’s 
history that you’re sending to Montana 
and the rest of the country.” 

She said only about 20 of these 
certifi cates are awarded annually across 
the United States. 

“We’re proud to honor the Lewis and 
Clark legacy, which is such a rich part of 
this state’s history,” said Brad Spencer, 
chief operating offi cer for PPL Montana. 
“Our commitment to preserving the 
accomplishments of this legendary 
expedition is part of our community 
outreach across Montana.” 

National Park Service honors PPL 
Montana for preserving landmarkManaging our 

resources
By Brad Spencer
Vice President and Chief 
Operating Offi cer
PPL Montana

“This truly 
magnifi cent and 
sublimely grand 
object,” Capt. 
Meriwether 
Lewis called 
the Great Falls of the Missouri River 
when he fi rst saw it in June 1805. The 
river itself, he said, “Passes through 
a rich, fertile and one of the most 
beautifully picturesque countries that 
I ever beheld.”

Today — nearly 200 years later 
— we all can agree Montana remains 
“beautifully picturesque” and the Great 
Falls still are “truly magnifi cent.” 

At PPL Montana we’re commit-
ted to ensuring that we manage our 
hydroelectric facilities at Great Falls 
and throughout the state to ensure 
that coming generations can continue 
to say that Montana is “beautifully 
picturesque” and its water resources 
“truly magnifi cent.”

That’s why we believe in an ap-
proach to resource management that 
stresses environmental stewardship 
accomplishments, regulatory compli-
ance and a sound business strategy. 

Among the honors we’ve received 
for those environmental stewardship 
accomplishments are an Environmen-
tal Stewardship Award from Cascade 
County Conservation District; the 
Outstanding Stewardship of Ameri-
ca’s Rivers Award and a Recreation 
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informed decisions.” 
Relicensing is a routine part in the life of every hydroelectric power plant. Every 30 

to 50 years, power companies that use dams to produce energy need to renew their 
licenses from the federal government. FERC issues and oversees operating licenses for 
about 2,500 hydropower dams across the country. 

Built in 1925, the 11-megawatt Mystic facility is on the Rosebud Creek in the 
Beartooth Mountains, 75 miles southwest of Billings. 

What’s particularly timely and important is that PPL Montana is helping open 
more access to the history buffs who are retracing the footsteps of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition during its bicentennial, Wicks added. The River’s Edge Trail fol-
lows much of the same route explored by the expedition almost 200 years ago.

Honoring the achievements of Lewis and Clark, who traveled along the rivers 
where PPL Montana produces power, is an important commitment to the company, 
Hoffman said. PPL Montana has pledged $100,000 over a fi ve-year period to the 
Montana Lewis & Clark Legacy Campaign to fund a series of interpretive road signs 
along major highways that follow the historic expedition’s route through the state.

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, based in Washington, D.C., also will feature 
the River’s Edge Trail in its spring magazine. 
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